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1
SUMMARY
1.1
The purpose of this report is to provide updates to OSC on the Statutory Homelessness service, the Rough Sleeping & First Steps project in Mansfield and the Domestic Abuse Act.
2      BACKGROUND
2.1 
Homelessness 

Mansfield has received funding for delivering its statutory responsibilities for homeless prevention totalling £310,273 for this current year. This is ring fenced funding from the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) to help with prevention initiatives and support the district’s 5 year action plan through the Homeless Prevention and Rough Sleeping Strategy.  

During the last 12 months (financial year 2019/2020) the total number of approaches to the council’s Homelessness service was 1085. Out of those cases, 887 were prevented from homelessness and the council accepted a statutory duty towards 43 households. 

The ban on evictions has now been lifted and the team are beginning to see cases being entered in to court as a result. The council will continually review the impact of eviction ban and pandemic on homelessness to ensure the advice and guidance provided is relevant and timely.  The council has for example signposted numerous landlords and tenants to the ‘Call Before You Serve’ mediation service with a view to minimising private rented evictions and actively promotes the financial inclusion service  for advice on benefits, debt and other local organisations that can assist with financial challenges. 
2.2
Rough Sleeping & Mansfield First Steps Project 

Rough Sleeping figures for Mansfield have reduced significantly due to the delivery of enhanced services funded through Rough Sleepers Initiative (RSI) funding. The council has received a total of £392,289 RSI funding for 2021/2022.  This amount includes an uplift payment of £25,000 which will fund a full time worker with the YMCA who are continuing to support our Rough Sleepers with an increased accommodation offer of up to 24 bed spaces. 

There has been an independent evaluation completed by Notts. Trent University of Mansfield’s First Steps Project .The full evaluation document is attached to this report. 
The report highlights the positive impact that the First Steps project has had on Mansfield and particularly with the levels of Rough Sleeping.  It is also clear from the evaluation that there are many different varying complex support needs being identified and addressed within the scheme, including support around Mental Health issues, Drug and Alcohol support and even help to support those engaging with Employment. 
2.3
Domestic Abuse Act
Nottinghamshire County Council are are the lead tier 1 authority for the County to deliver on the Domestic Abuse Act and has received £1,540,091 to fund safe accommodation across the county. Mansfield are a tier 2 authority and are required to support on delivery of these new duties and work in partnership. 
There will be a needs assessment of services for domestic abuse; this will support the creation of a new strategy for the County and will be completed by August 2021.  A Local Partnership Board will be established to deliver the strategy and Mansfield will be a member.  
The council has received £31,238 of New Burdens funding to comply with these duties and to support the County Council. 
The Domestic Abuse Act gives anyone suffering with domestic abuse an automatic priority need for housing under the Homelessness Reduction Act. This will extend to victims from 16 years of age, which means that Children’s social care will need to assist with these cases as the council do not accommodate people under 18 years of age. 
New enforcement powers introduced will include Domestic Abuse Protection Notices (DAPN) and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders (DAPO). These new tools will help to protect victims of domestic abuse and to put restrictions on perpetrators. Nottinghamshire Police have agreed to be a pilot in the role out of these new enforcement powers. 
The Act is an opportunity for the council to work closely with the County in providing more safe accommodation for victims of domestic abuse and to explore stricter enforcement powers on perpetrators of domestic abuse to minimise the effect on the victim and the children involved.
3
COMMENTS OF HEAD OF SERVICE
The council is very pleased to see that the Nottingham Trent First Steps evaluation report concludes that taking account of the unprecedented circumstances and unique challenges that have fundamentally affected Mansfield First Steps, such as the pandemic, this intervention in Mansfield is undoubtedly working and is a positive contribution to the housing and homelessness reduction strategies within Nottinghamshire.
The report goes on to say that the project maintains a single pathway for rough sleepers so that there is accommodation available at every step of their journey and it illustrates that the support it provides to clients integrates and weaves in all the life challenges its client’s face. Mansfield First Steps recognises that solving one need does not solve all needs and provides a holistic package of support to its clients.

The evaluation recognises that future clients of Mansfield First Steps will continue to display multiple and complex needs that include self-medication, mental health, abusive and coercive relationships, low self-esteem, and offending behaviour. Homelessness will just be one symptom of this client-base. However, continuation of First Steps project or similar initiatives will result in the continuation of less street-homeless within the town centre, less street begging, less offending or anti-social behaviour, less substance use and local supply of drugs. A reduction in these behaviours will see cost-savings in services such as criminal justice and emergency health care. But most importantly, an improvement in welfare and wellbeing for some of Mansfield’s most vulnerable residents. 
4.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
4.1    Mansfield First Steps Project Independent Evaluation


Professor Peter Murphy & Dr Claire De Motte


Nottingham Business School, Nottingham Trent University
	Author  
	:
	Chris Fisher 

	Designation
	:
	Housing Operations Manager 

	Telephone
	:
	07395 283405

	E-mail               
	:
	cfisher@mansfield.gov.uk


	
	
	

	
	
	


